
 

Dec. 1941 The FBI be-

gins to arrest hundreds 

of Issei community lead-

ers, who are held for 

several months to sev-

eral years in government 

detention centers (also 

Issei bank accounts are 

frozen and Issei business 

licenses are revoked).  

Feb. 19, 1942 Executive 

Order 9066 is signed 

into law by President 

Franklin Delano Roose-

velt and authorizes the 

military to prescribe 

zones from which per-

sons may be removed.  
 

Mid-March, 1942 A 

curfew is imposed 

on Japanese Ameri-

cans to be home by 

8pm at night and to 

not leave their 

homes in the morn-

ings until 6am.  
 

March & May 

1942 In separate 

incidences, Attor-

ney Minoru Yasui 

and Gordon Hira-

bayashi test consti-

tutionality of the 

curfew orders; 

while Fred Kore-

matsu is arrested 

for violating deten-

tion orders.  

March 30, 1942 Nikkei 

from Bainbridge Island 

are the first group to be 

removed from their 

homes.  

 

April 21, 1942 

“Evacuation” 

notices go up in 

Nikkei 

neighborhoods 

in Seattle.  

 

April 28, 30 & May 1, 

1942 Nikkei from Seattle 

neighborhoods are re-

moved and sent to 

“Camp Harmony,” an 

assembly center housed 

in the Western Washing-

ton State Fairgrounds in 

Puyallup, Washington.  

Dec. 7, 1941-- Japan’s military attacks a U.S. military base in Pearl Harbor in the  

territory of Hawaii and the U.S. declares war on Japan.  

Timeline of WWII Events Leading to Incarceration of Nikkei in Washington 

By the spring of 1942 between 110,000 -120,000 Nikkei from the major west coast U.S. cities 

are removed to assembly centers, to be taken to more permanent “camps” that are being built 

in the U.S. interior.  


