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A Timeline of Vietnam: 
Ancient through French Occupation (1954)

1000-500 B.C.

Van Lang is the earliest known kingdom of Vietnam, founded sometime between 1000 and 500 B.C.

208 B.C. 
Chinese general Tien Da establishes independent state of Nam Viet.

111 B.C.

Nam Viet is conquered by China and subjected to Chinese rule for the next 1000 years.

939 A.D. – 1800s

The country regains self-rule and maintains 900 years of independence by alternately paying tributes to China and resisting attempted invasions.

1500’s – 1700s

European countries vie to control Western trade with Vietnam. Missionaries arrive.

Early 1600s – 1772

150 years of feuding between Trinh (ruling family in the north) and Nguyen (ruling family in the south) families create impoverished and dissatisfied peasant and middle classes.

1772-1787

The Tay Son rebellion against the Trinh and the Nguyen families, mounted by peasants and middle-class, unify North and South territories until 1802.

Late 1700s

Vietnam threatens missionaries with expulsion or death for fear that they are subversive forces planted by the French. The French retaliate by sending troops to occupy Vietnam.

1802

Nguyen PHuc Anh, the last remaining member of the Nguyen royal family, founds the last Vietnamese dynasty (Nguyen dynasty) in 1802 and proclaims himself “Gia Long,” a name derived from both Saigon (Gia Dinh) and Hanoi (Thang Long). 

1861-1883

The French colonize Vietnam in thirds (southern Vietnam in 1861; northern Vietnam in 1882; and central Vietnam in 1883). They name the regions Cochin China, Tonkin, and Annam, respectively.

Late 1800s – early 1900s

The French deny the Vietnamese their civil rights. Colonial taxation and harsh treatment of the Vietnamese fuel nationalist sentiment to regain Vietnam’s independence.

1940s

Ho Chi Minh, a Vietnamese educated in France, forms the Viet Minh to resist French occupation of Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos (collectively known as Indochina by the French).

Vietnamese American Timeline: Japanese Occupation through First Indochina War

(also know as the beginning of the Vietnam War) 1940 - 1955

Early 1940s

Japanese army temporarily takes control in Southeast Asia until Japan is defeated in 1945. 

August 25, 1945

Bao-Dai, the last Vietnamese emperor of the Nguyen Dynasty abdicates the throne when communist Viet-Minh, led by Ho Chi Minh, seize power.

September 2, 1945

Ho Chi Minh declares independence for Vietnam from the Japanese and renames the country the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV). 

1945

Japanese military occupying Southeast Asia orders King Sihanouk to declare independence for Cambodia.
1945 

The French resume power in Vietnam. 
1946
After unsuccessful negotiations between the Viet Minh and the French, a dispute over the administration of Haiphong Harbor (in the DRV) leads to a French attack, and begins the First Indochina War (also called the French-Indochina War).

1946-1954

Ho Chi Minh leads the Viet Minh, who declare their communist ties with China and the Soviet Union in 1949. The French are supported by the U.S. and aided by Hmong guerrilla units led by Hmong leader Touby Lyfong. 

May 8, 1954 

The Viet Minh defeat the French at the Battle of Dien Bien Phu. The First Indochina War ends.

Geneva Accords of 1954 

The Geneva Accords of 1954 divide the DRV into North and South Vietnam at the 17th parallel and call for free elections to unify north and south

The Geneva Accords allow people of both halves of the country to migrate for a specific period of time. About 1 million (2/3 are Catholic-a religious minority associated with the former French regime) leave North Vietnam for the south; about 120,000 leave South Vietnam to go north.

Vietnamese American Timeline: Vietnam War (Second Indochina War) 1955-1975

1956

Elections are never held. 

1959

Guerillas attack a government post in South Vietnam and war begins between North and South Vietnam.

1955-61

U.S. aid to South Vietnam in the form of military expertise and equipment reaches more than one billion.

1957-1960

The communist National Liberation Front (NLF or Viet Cong) forms in South Vietnam in 1960. The Ho Chi Minh trail, running partly through Laos, is utilized by the Viet Minh to support the Viet Cong’s war effort.

1960-1962

The Viet Minh intensify their “war of liberation” to reunify North and South Vietnam under communist rule.

March 1965

U.S. troops land in Vietnam. By 1967, there are ½ million U.S. troops in Vietnam and U.S. spending is 2 billion per month on the war effort. China and the Soviet Union come to the aid of North Vietnam in the mid 1960s.

Tet (New Year’s Day), 1968

Communist attack on New Year’s Day starts to turn the war in North Vietnam’s favor.

1967-1973

Nixon “Vietnamizes” the war, gradually pulling out U.S. troops until the Vietnamese are doing the majority of the fighting (Chan, 1991, p. 154).

January 1973: Paris Agreement on Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam

U.S. and North Vietnam agree to a cease-fire under this agreement, signing it on January 27, 1973. Both parties agree to respect the 1962 Geneva Agreements on the neutrality of Laos. South Vietnam President Nguyen Van Thieu is not present for the talks and later rejects the agreement.

March 1973

The last U.S. troops are withdrawn, but civil war in Vietnam continues between north and south. (Note:  In June 1974, the U.S. withdraw forces from Cambodia. Lon Nol regime remains in power.)

March of 1975

The United States authorizes the evacuation of Americans in Saigon and a small number of Vietnamese who hold high ranking government and military positions under the U.S. supported regime.

April 30, 1975

South Vietnam surrenders. North Vietnam declares victory. Saigon is renamed Ho Chi Minh City. Thousands of Vietnamese with connections to the U.S. government are air lifted out. (Note: The Khmer Rouge declare victory over the U.S. backed Lon Nol government in Cambodia on April 17, 1975.) 

 Vietnamese American Timeline: Post Vietnam War 1975 – 1990s

1975 - 1977

By the end of 1975, the United States resettles over 130,000 refugees (95% are from Vietnam, 5% from Cambodia and about 5,000 Hmong from Laos). An additional 3,000 come from Vietnam as immigrants. From 1976 through 1977, about 15,000 refugees arrive from SE Asia, including 10,000 from Laos and a few thousand from Cambodia and Vietnam. An additional 7,000 come from Vietnam as immigrants.
1978 – mid 1980s

Over a million refugees leave Vietnam. Those escaping by small fishing boat (“boat people”) make up a large percentage of this second wave (70% of these refugees are ethnic Chinese Vietnamese or Sino-Vietnamese). The remaining 30% are ethnic Vietnamese, some with former ties with the U. S. or who have escaped from the communist “re-education camps.” 

1979

The Orderly Departure Program is established by the United Nations High Commission for Refugees and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and allows about 5,000 Vietnamese to come to the U.S. each year.

1980

The 1980 Refugee Act is passed in the U.S. to help alleviate the problem of overflowing refugee camps in countries of first asylum such as Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. The Act sets the annual number of refugees accepted to the U.S. at 50,000 (or more if determined by Congress).

1980-1982

The highest number of refugees and boat people come to the U.S. during these years – over 95,000 in 1980, over 86,000 in 1981, and over 43,000 in 1982.
1986


Mary Queen of Vietnam, in New Orleans, becomes the first church built and owned by Vietnamese Americans in the U.S.

1987

Amerasians (children of Americans who served in the Vietnam War) and their immediate family members are allowed to come to the U.S. as immigrants.

early-1990s


Refugee camps close in Asia despite thousands of refugees still living there. 
1990
The first group of Vietnamese detained as political prisoners in reeducation camps after the 1975 communist take-over comes to the U.S. after creation of the Humanitarian Operation (H.O. Program).

1992


Pre-med student Luyen Phan Nguyen is beaten to death by a college mob as other students watch. Tony Lam is the first Vietnamese American elected to public office (Westminster, CA City Council) in the U.S.
1995
The U.S. Embassy opens in Hanoi as the U.S. begins diplomatic relations with Vietnam.
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