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  4th grade/ELA/Social Studies by Vicky Peng
TITLE: Immigration Today—Students will learn about the Chinese Exclusion Act by analyzing primary (text and images). Students will also be reading and analyzing news articles of current immigration policies. They will compare and contrast the sources to determine underlying and connecting themes of exclusion and intolerance. 
RESOURCES CONSIDERED:








Political Cartoons

· The only one barred out Enlightened American statesman - "We must draw the line somewhere, you know." [New York] : [Frank Leslie], 1882.  https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3b48680/ 

· "The nigger must go," and "The Chinese must go." The poor barbarians can't understand our civilized Republican form of government [Thomas Nast] 1879 https://www.loc.gov/item/2010644337/ 

· “America’s Attitude Toward Immigration in a Nutshell” http://12cindyl.edublogs.org/2010/12/16/illegal-immigrant-political-cartoon/ 
Current Events articles:

· U.S. closes Mexico border crossing, fires tear gas at group of migrants by Los Angeles Times, adapted by Newsela staff https://newsela.com/read/migrants-US-border-protest/id/47695/  (Various lexile levels: 610, 860, 1070, 1210) 
· Chinese Immigration to the United States 1851-1900 [more accessible version for ELL students]  https://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/riseind/chinimms/  
Video: [for context and hook]

· “Inside Look at the Chinese Exclusion Act” PBS.  https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/chinese-exclusion-act-inside-look/ 
STANDARDS:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.3
Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.6
Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the differences in focus and the information provided.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1.a
Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1.b
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1.c
Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1.d
Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.6
Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.7
Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.

NYS Social Studies Standards:

4.7 IMMIGRATION AND MIGRATION FROM THE EARLY 1800S TO THE PRESENT: Many people have immigrated and migrated to New York State contributing to its cultural growth and development.
UNIT GOALS

What are the goals for the overall unit?
In this unit, students will explore the theme of exclusion by looking at the United States history of immigration. Students will be using both visual and written text to compare and contrast the exclusion of the Chinese and also the exclusion of Mexican migrants. Students will learn about exclusion and its impact on the Chinese and also current impacts and implications.  
Learning Outcomes for the Unit


            Instructional Strategies    



  Assessment(s)
	· Students will compare and contrast the Chinese Exclusion Act to current immigration events. 





Students will be able to lead a meaningful discussion using primary and secondary sources. 

	· Building Background Information: Show video clip that teaches about the Chinese Exclusion Act https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/chinese-exclusion-act-inside-look/ 

Guiding Questions:
-How did this act target the Chinese? What was the act about?
-How is this unfair? 

· Carousel Activity where students are able to comment/question/react to different political cartoons and texts. Students will have a discussion based on the Carousel Activity. 

ELL Accommodations:  
Sentence Stems/Frames
-This makes me feel… 
-This reminds me of… 
-A similarity is… because…
-This is similar to…because…
-A difference is…because…
-This is different than… because…



	· Written Reflection/Persuasive letter on the following question: Why do you think the history of Chinese exclusion matters today? What lessons should we as a society learn from it?

OR 

Create a poster to send a message about immigration today. Use the following questions to guide the creation of the poster (Differentiated task for students with less English proficiency) 

Why do you think the history of Chinese exclusion matters today? What lessons should we as a society learn from it?
 


Notes to consider: 

Connection: Preview vocabulary with students. What does it mean to exclude? What is exclusion? Have students turn and share. 

Teaching/Questioning/Active Engagement:

Show students the video to build background information-- The Chinese Exclusion Act https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/chinese-exclusion-act-inside-look/ 

Guiding Questions:
-What group is excluded? 

-How did this act target the Chinese? What was the act about?
-How is this unfair?

As a class, students can discuss how laws can unfairly target certain groups in our country. 

Carousel Activity:
In different areas of the classroom, place chart paper alongside with different political cartoons, texts, and quotes (to make it accessible for students of different English proficiencies.) Students should have experience with Carousel activity. Students are expected to comment, question, and react based on what they see in front of them. Students will write it down on the chart paper. Students can also interact/comment to what is written on the chart paper as well. These chart papers become great ways to guide the discussion. Students are encouraged to use sentence stems to help them critically think about the sources in front of them. Students are to draw conclusions and also compare the Chinese Exclusion Act to current events about immigration. 


Sentence Stems/Frames
-This makes me feel… 
-This reminds me of… 
-A similarity is… because…
-This is similar to…because…
-A difference is…because…
-This is different than… because…

ELL Accommodations: 
· If you have students that are newcomers, it may be a good idea to have students learn compare and contrast sentence frames. This is a good resource that I use to help my students accomplish their language objective in the context of learning history. If needed, you can also provide translated versions of the resource to your students of various linguistic backgrounds. 
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Assessment: 
As a culminating activity, students can choose to write a reflection/persuasive letter OR create a poster in response to the following questions: Why do you think the history of Chinese exclusion matters today? What lessons should we as a society learn from it? 
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“America’s Attitude Toward Immigration in a Nutshell” political cartoon

