19th Century Chinese Exclusion and Public School Education
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Subject(s): English Language Arts, Social Studies
Grade Level: 10th or 11th grade
Class Periods: 1-2 periods, 45-50 minutes each

Common Core Standards

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
Essential Questions
1) What does the Tape v Hurley case reveal about 19th century Chinese exclusion in the United States?
2) How did the Tape v Hurley case affect public school education policy in America?

3) How did the Tape v Hurley impact what it means to be an American? An immigrant? A citizen? A student?
4) How does the 19th century Tape v Hurley case relate to the 20th century Brown v Board of Education case?

Student Learning Objective
This lesson plan asks students to learn about and analyze legal and historical issues regarding race and exclusion of Chinese Americans in public schools via the 1885 Tape v Hurley court case. Students will be asked to read, summarize, and analyze the case’s California Supreme Court ruling and the follow up letter from the plaintiff, Mrs. Mary Tape, to the California State Legislature’s creation of separate schools for Chinese American children. 
Students will be asked to examine both texts for their visceral and intellectual meanings and for thematic ideas about the role that race and exclusion played in the 19th century creation and functioning of public schools in America. Students will make inferences and draw conclusions on how the texts convey ideas and communicate subtextual meaning, and they will appreciate how court rulings and published letters shape personal opinions and public policy regarding schools and education as part of America’s evolving culture. 
Utilizing 19th century primary source documents, historic photographs, graphic organizers, documentary excerpts, and Internet resources, students will build their critical thinking skills by analyzing a variety of nonfiction texts related to a historic court case on how the United States will educate all of its children and will draw linkages to Chinese exclusion policies and subsequent public education court cases that shape and impact the world students experience in 21st century America.
Materials

· Document #1: Summary of the Tape v Hurley Case

· Document #2: The 1885 California Supreme Court Ruling on Tape v Hurley
· Document #3: Mrs. Mary Tape’s Letter Published in Newspapers about the Tape Case
· Document #4: Photographs of the Tape Family

· Document #5: Photograph of the Spring Valley School Post-1906 San Francisco Earthquake

· Document #6: Photograph of the Chinese Primary School
· Document #7: Internet Resources on the Tape v Hurley Case
· Document #8: Tape v Hurley Ruling Organizers
· Document #9: Mrs Tape’s Letter Organizers
· This lesson unit, including Pre-Lesson Preparation, Lesson Activities

· Questions for Analysis and Discussion

· Additional Assessments/Extension Activities

· Research Paper Project Options

· Oral Presentations Project Options

· Artwork and Performance Project Options

Document #1

Summary of the Tape v Hurley Case (from Advancing Justice Los Angeles)

Following the passage of the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which prohibited Chinese laborers from immigrating to the U.S., Chinese Americans were racially excluded in other ways. In California, the Tape family legally challenged the San Francisco Board of Education because their daughter was denied access to public education. This led to the 1885 landmark California Supreme Court case, Tape v. Hurley, one of the earliest civil rights decisions against racist policies that segregated students on the basis of race. This occurred 69 years before the U.S. Supreme Court deemed school segregation unconstitutional in Brown v. Board of Education (1954).

Joseph and Mary Tape were Chinese immigrants who came to California in the 1860s. When Mary was an orphan, the Ladies’ Protection and Relief Society provided her with housing and taught her English. Joseph worked as a houseboy and a dairyman in his early years, and became a successful broker. They considered themselves as American as the native-born Americans they lived amongst in San Francisco and believed their American-born daughter, Mamie should be allowed to attend Spring Valley Primary, an all-white school. The principal Jenny Hurley denied Mamie enrollment into Spring Valley because of her race. In response to this discrimination, the Tapes sued Hurley, and took it to the California Supreme Court.

School officials argued that the California Constitution stated that the Chinese were “dangerous to the well-being of the state,” and thus anyone of Chinese descent should not be admitted to San Francisco public schools. The California Supreme Court ruled in its decision that the 14th Amendment protected the rights of citizens and that the San Francisco Board of Education. The Fight Against School Segregation | Asian Americans could not deny Mamie, a U.S. citizen, the opportunity to attend school. They did however strongly hint that segregated schools were not against the law, which led the San Francisco Board of Education to do just that - build separate schools for Chinese students. Later that year, the Tapes had no choice but to enroll their children at the Chinese Primary School, even though they continued to fight for Mamie’s right to attend an integrated school.

Tape v. Hurley ultimately did not win Mamie Tape the ability to attend Spring Valley Primary School or create an integrated school system that allowed all students to equitably access education regardless of race. Nevertheless, this is an important civil rights decision. Many years later, federal court case Mendez v. Westminster (1947), and U.S. Supreme Court case Brown v. Board of Education (1954), expanded on the Tape v. Hurley decision that all students should have access to schooling by ruling school segregation on the basis of race as unconstitutional.

https://advancingjustice-la.org/
Document #2
The 1885 California Supreme Court Ruling on Tape v Hurley
SUPREME COURT OF CALIFORNIA
March 1885
Tape v. Hurley
66 Cal. 473 (1885)
Decision
MAMIE TAPE, an Infant, by her Guardian ad Litem,
JOSEPH TAPE, Respondent, v. JENNIE M. A. HURLEY et al., Appellants

SHARPSTEIN, J.—The main question in this case is whether a child “between six and twenty-one years of age, of Chinese parentage, but who was born and has always lived in the city and county of San Francisco,” is entitled to admission in the public school of the district in which she resides.

The language of the code is as follows:

“Every school, unless otherwise provided by law, must be open for the admission of all children between six and twenty-one years of age residing in the district; and the board of trustees, or city board of education, have power to admit adults and children not residing in the district, whenever good reasons exist therefor. Trustees shall have the power to exclude children of filthy or vicious habits, or children suffering from contagious or infectious diseases.” (Political Code, § 1667.)

That is the latest legislative expression on the subject, and was passed as late as 1880. Prior to that time the first clause of the section read, “Every school, unless otherwise provided by special statute, must be open for the admission of all white children between five and twenty–one years of age, residing in the district.”

As amended, the clause is broad enough to include all children who are not precluded from entering a public school by some provision of law; and we are not aware of any law which forbids the entrance of children of any race or nationality. The legislature not only declares who shall be admitted, but also who may be excluded, and it does not authorize the exclusion of any one on the ground upon which alone the exclusion of the respondent here is sought to be justified. The vicious, the filthy, and those having contagious or infectious diseases, may be excluded, without regard to their race, color or nationality.

This law must be construed as any other would be construed. “Where a law is plain and unambiguous, whether it be expressed in general or limited terms, the legislature should be intended to mean what they have plainly expressed, and consequently, no room is left for construction.” (Fisher v. Blight, 2 Cranch, 358, 399.) “When the law is clear and explicit, and its provisions are susceptible of but one interpretation, its consequences, if evil, can only be avoided by a change of the law itself, to be effected by legislative and not judicial action.” (Bosley v. Mattingly, 14 B. Mon. 73.) This rule is never controverted or doubted, although perhaps sometimes lost sight of. In this case, if effect be given to the intention of the legislature, as indicated by the clear and unambiguous language used by them, respondent here has the same right to enter a public school that any other child has. It is not alleged that she is vicious, or filthy, or that she has a contagious or infectious disease. As the legislature has not denied to the children of any race or nationality the right to enter our public schools, the question whether it might have done so does not arise in this case.

We think the superintendent of schools was improperly joined as a defendant in this action, and that the court properly dismissed the action as to the board of education. In Wardv. Flood, 48 Cal. 36, the action was against the teacher alone. That it was properly brought, seems to have been conceded.

The board of education has power “to make, establish, and enforce all necessary and proper rules and regulations not contrary to law,” and none other. (Stats. 1871-2, p. 846.) Teachers cannot justify a violation of law, on the ground that a resolution of the board of education required them to do so.

The judgment must be modified, so as to make the writ run against the defendant Hurley alone.

In other respects it is affirmed.

THORNTON, J., MYRICK, J., McKEE, J., McKINSTRY, J., ROSS, J., and MORRISON, C. J., concurred

Document #3
Mrs. Mary Tape’s Letter Published in Newspapers about the Tape Case
To the Board of Education—Dear Sirs:

I see that you are going to make all sorts of excuses to keep my child out of the Public schools. Dear sirs, Will you please to tell me! Is it a disgrace to be born Chinese? Didn’t God make us all!!! What right have you to bar my children out of the school because she is a Chinese descent. There is no other worldly reason that you could keep her out, except that. I suppose, you all go to churches on Sundays! Do you call it a Christian act to compel my little children to go so far to a school that is made in purpose for [just for] them. My children don’t dress like the other Chinese. They look just as funny amongst them [Chinese origin students] as the Chinese in Chinese [traditional] dress look amongst you Caucasians. Besides, if I had any wish to send them to a Chinese school I could have sent them two years ago without going to all this trouble. You have expended a lot of the public money foolishly, all because of a one poor little child. Her playmates are all Caucasians ever since she could toddle around. If she is good enough to play with them, then is she not good enough to be in the same room and study with them? You had better come and see for yourselves. See if the Tapes are not same as other Caucasians, except in features. It seems no matter how a Chinese may live and dress so long as you know they are Chinese, then they are hated as one. There is not any right or justice for them.

You have seen my husband and child. You told him it wasn’t Mamie Tape you object to. If it were not Mamie Tape you object to, then why didn’t you let her attend the school nearest her home! Instead of first making one pretense then another pretense of some kind to keep her out? It seems to me Mr. Moulder has a grudge against this eight-year-old Mamie Tape. I know they are no other child, I mean Chinese child, [that] cares to go to your public Chinese school. May you Mr. Moulder, never be persecuted like the way you have persecuted little Mamie Tape. Mamie Tape will never attend any of the Chinese schools of your making! Never!!! I will let the world see, sir, what justice there is when it is governed by the race prejudice [of] men! Just because she is of the Chinese descent, not because she doesn’t dress like you, because she does – just because she is descended of Chinese parents. I guess she is more of a American then a good many of you that is going to prevent her being educated.

Mrs. M. Tape.

Originally Printed as: “Chinese Mother’s Letter,” Daily Alta California, April 16, 1885

Document #4
Photograph of the Tape Family: Joseph, Emily, Mamie, Frank & Mary Tape
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Photograph of the Tape Children and Grandchildren
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Document #5
Photograph of the Spring Valley School Post-1906 San Francisco Earthquake
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Document #6
Photograph of the Chinese Primary School
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Document #7
Internet Resources on the Tape v Hurley Case
Wikipedia Overview of the Tape v Hurley Case
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tape_v._Hurley
Library of Congress Resources on the Tape v Hurley Case

https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/2021/05/before-brown-v-education-there-was-tape-v-hurley/
Asia American Legal Foundation on the California Supreme Court ruling on Tape v Hurley
http://www.asianamericanlegal.com/historical-cases/tape-v-hurley/
PBS film “Asian Americans” excerpt on the Tape v Hurley Case
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/redefine-american-video/asian-americans/
Website of the Spring Valley Science Elementary School
https://www.sfusd.edu/school/spring-valley-science-elementary-school
Website of the Gordon J. Lau Elementary School (formerly The Chinese Primary School)

https://www.sfusd.edu/school/gordon-j-lau-elementary-school
20th Century Photos of the Commodore Stockton Elementary School (formerly the Chinese/Oriental School)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yrh2VKltVjw
Advancing Justice’s Lesson Materials on the Tape v Hurley Case
https://advancingjustice-la.org/what-we-do/curriculum-lesson-plans/asian-americans-k-12-education-curriculum/episode-1-lesson-4-0
History Channel’s Materials on the Chinese Exclusion Act

https://www.history.com/topics/immigration/chinese-exclusion-act-1882
Wikipedia Overview of the Chinese Exclusion Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_Exclusion_Act
Transcript of the Chinese Exclusion Act

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=47&page=transcript
Materials from NY Historical Society’s Chinese American: Exclusion/Inclusion Exhibit

https://chineseamerican.nyhistory.org/
Materials from the US State Department on Chinese Immigration and Exclusion
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1866-1898/chinese-immigration
Excerpts from PBS’s film “The Chinese Exclusion Act”
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/chinese-exclusion-act/
LESSON ACTIVITIES
1) The teacher introduces the lesson and explains that the class will be reading about and analyzing the 19th century California court case Tape v Hurley and that they will be examining and utilizing nonfiction texts, photographs, documentary excerpts, and graphic organizers to ascertain the role that race and exclusion played in Chinese American children attending public schools in the latter 19th century.
2) Students are given copies both the texts of the Tape v Hurley ruling (Document #2) and Mrs Tape’s letter (Document #3) which was published in newspapers as well as the photographs of the Tape Family, the Spring Valley School and The Chinese School (Documents #4-6). Students are asked to skim over the text and images, take notes on initial observations they have, and share their initial impressions.
3) Students then complete the “Do Now” exercise by writing responses to the following prompt: List everything students know about Chinese Americans, employing their own knowledge and experiences. Material is catalogued and categorized on the board. As a class students will discuss ideas and responses to the Do Now prompt exploring immigration, schooling, work, notable accomplishments, historical events, famous achievers, labor issues, race matters, et al.
4) Students will be engaged in and take notes on the teacher’s mini-lesson on basics of Chinese immigration for labor purposes and US state and federal efforts to exclude them from US civic life and citizenship and their significance as part of 19th century American history and culture. The teacher will then provide an overview of the Tape Family and Mrs. Tape’s efforts to enroll her daughter Mami in Spring Valley School in San Francisco (Document #1 and film excerpts). The teacher will pose introductory questions on what makes the Tape case and Chinese American exclusion significant, what do they reveal about past and contemporary American history, and how this case illuminates historical linkages between racism and public education.
5) The teacher will share with students copies of two graphic organizers (Documents #8-9) and ask them to review the worksheets. Students will be asked to read aloud each section of each nonfiction text and consider each section’s effect on the audience. In small groups using the graphic organizers, students will be asked to do a close reading of each of the section of the texts, taking notes on keywords pertaining to English concepts as well as references to American history. Within the groups, students should assume tasks of facilitating discussion, posing questions, and taking notes on observations and analyses of the words and concepts employed. Students should take note of imagery, meaning, point of view, tone, and ideas gleaned from the texts about public education and Chinese exclusion during the latter 19th century. As appropriate the teacher will review relevant literary device definitions and work individually with each small grouping. Students will then complete the organizer by writing a brief summary of each section and interpreting in their own words the thematic meaning of the excerpts.

6) Students from the small groups will individually give a share out of what keywords they chose both in English and history categories. The teacher will write this material in categories on the board. Students will also share, discuss, and critique their summaries and individual thematic interpretations of each passage.
7) As a class students will make determinations on how the court ruling and the letter use language to communicate complex ideas and to persuade intended audiences of the importance of their arguments. Students will also make whole document inferences and conclusions about the meaning of the Tape v Hurley case for American society, the resistance of Mrs Tape to provide equal opportunity education for her child, and the roles of racism and exclusion in public education policy in America. The teacher will develop and deepen class discussion posing questions from the Questions for Discussion materials below. The teacher may then choose from the Additional Assessment activities below to deepen and expand understanding of the Tape v Hurley case through writing projects, oral presentations, or artistic interpretations.
Assessments: Questions for Discussion
· Why was Mamie Tape unable to enroll in a San Francisco public school?
· How were racist policies a factor in the education of Chinese American students? Explain any parallels between Mamie Tape and students of color today.
· Why do you think Mary Tape was dissatisfied with the San Francisco Board of Education’s decision to create a Chinese Primary School for Mamie to attend? What would you do if you were in Mary Tape’s situation?
· How does Mary Tape’s letter reveal the anti-Chinese sentiment in the United States during the 1880s? Cite evidence from her letter.
· How does Mary Tape’s letter show Mary Tape’s courage and steadfastness and represent resistance and activism? Cite evidence from her letter.
· What are the similarities and differences between Tape v. Hurley (1885) and Brown v. Board of Education (1954)?

· Explain what role each of the two cases Tape v. Hurley and Brown v. Board of Education play in desegregating schools. How were these cases demanding equality and social justice for all Americans??

· What are some current issues in regards to education equity in the United States?

· Who were Mary and Joseph Tape? What were their backgrounds? What work did they do professionally in the United States? What was likely in Mary Tape’s character that she would sue the Spring Valley School administrator, Jenny Hurley, and take the case all the way to the California Supreme Court?
· Who is the target audience of the Tape Ruling? What is the ruling’s purpose and goals? What is the style and tone of the text of the ruling? What kinds of ideas are presented in the ruling? What role do court rulings play in the life of the United States? Why is this 19th century ruling still important today?
· Who is the target audience of the Mrs. Tape’s letter? What is the letter’s purpose? What is the style and tone of the text of the letter? What kinds of ideas are presented in the letter? What role do letters in newspapers play in the life of the United States? Why is this 19th century letter still important today?

· What arguments did the California Supreme Court Justices offer in their judgment in Tape v Hurley? Why did they make these particular arguments? In what ways might have this ruling influenced the California State Legislature in creating separate schools for children of Asian descent?

· What arguments did Mary Tape make in her letter of protest to state action in response to the Tape case ruling? Why did she make these arguments? What underlying issues are both concerned with in their writings?
· What were likely short and long term consequences of the Tape case ruling? How might they affect ordinary Americans thinking about people of Chinese descent, people of Asian origins, about race in America, and the role of race in public education?

· How might having schools segregated by race impact a student’s learning? Psychological development? Maturation process? Sense of identity? Efforts at self-actualization?

· What does the wording and tone of the ruling suggest about general attitudes towards the realities of 19th century public education and who can/cannot be admitted to public schools? How does the ruling “hint” at a way to undermine the ruling itself?
· How does the California State Legislature respond to the ruling? How does Mrs. Tape response to the ruling and the consequential change in state education law effected by the CA State Legislature?

· Why do you think it was so important for Mamie Tape to attend the Spring Valley School that Mrs Tape would sue the school district all the way to the state supreme court? What issues were involved for the Tape family and families like theirs?

· How might it affect Mamie Tape to go to the Spring Valley School? To be told she cannot attend because of her race? How might it affect her having to go a school named The Chinese School and attend a school solely for students of Chinese descent?

· The Chinese School was later renamed The Oriental School after it admitted students of Japanese descent. What does “Oriential” mean or suggest? Families in the early 20th century insisted on a name change for the school and it was renamed the Commodore Stockton School. Why did families insist on this name change?
· What is the power of a state court ruling? How does such a ruling affect people within the state? How might the state ruling affect people in the United States?

· What is the power of a letter from an individual published in newspapers? How might published letters impact people across the United States?

· What is the purpose of public education in the United States? Why might 19th century Californians have an issue with who attends their children’s schools? What issues would they be? What do those concerns reveal about general attitudes and concerns of living in late 19th Century America? How do those concerns connect to issues of public education and life in America in the 20th and 21st centuries?

· What roles do courts play in the United States? What roles do newspapers play in the United States? How do courts and newspapers impact the lives of ordinary Americans?
· How does Tape v Hurley relate to the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882?

· How do the issues of where Mamie Tape goes to primary school relate to challenges of her parents’ working life? Challenges of people of Chinese descent seeking jobs, owning land, buying homes, building businesses, seeking citizenship?
· How might Mamie Tape’s experiences at The Chinese School be the same or different than if she had attended Spring Valley School? What might be benefits or drawbacks of spending years at a school with fellow students who have a similar cultural or ethnic background as you?
· If you were Mrs. Tape experiencing the present dilemma with your child, what would you do and why? If you were Mamie Tape in the present situation, what would you do and why?

· What underlying issues are missing from the ruling in Tape v Hurley? Why are those issues important to students, families, communities, the nation?

· Whose POV is the Tape v Hurvey ruling written from? Whose POV is reflected in the response letter to the newspapers? How are different POVs reflected in the writing, language, and composition in each document?
· How might experiences of school children in California affect school children across the United States?

· What roles might local, state, and federal politics play in deciding who gets admitted to certain public schools and how those schools are operated?

· What experiences did Chinese immigrants encounter when they arrived in the United States in the 1840s-1890s? What local and state laws were enacted specifically affecting Chinese Americans?
· What similarities or differences are there between Chinese immigrant experiences of the 19th century those of African Americans, Japanese immigrants, Filipino immigrants, and South Asian immigrants?

· What labor issues were occurring during the latter 19th century that would impact how and where Chinese immigrants could work, live, and go to school? How did Industrialization impact the lives of Chinese immigrants and their families?
· How did being born in the United States versus being born in China affect the lives of Americans of Chinese descent in the latter 19th century?
· What was the Wong Kim Ark Supreme Court case about and how does it relate to the issues involving the Tape v Hurley case that preceded it?

· What concerns or issues might European Americans have with their children going to school with children of Chinese descent? How does race and racism in general play a role in the life of Americans during the 19th century?

· Why did Chinese emigrate to the United States? Why might Chinese choose to stay in the United States and raise a family there rather than return to China?

· What are possible similarities and differences between getting and education at Spring Valley School which is attended solely by European Americans and getting an education at The Chinese School which is attend solely bv Chinese Americans?

· What is the purpose of public education? Why have public schools? What does it suggest about a culture that provides free education for its children as a public service? How does attending a public school affect a person?

· What is patriotism? What is exclusion? What is citizenship? How might these three concepts affect or comment on the others?

· What does it mean to be an American? What does it mean to be a citizen of the United States? What does it mean to be living in the US but not be a citizen?

· What does it mean to a student? How does going to school affect a person’s life? What kinds of material does a person learn through all experiences in attending a public school? How does attending school play a role in the life of a nation?
· What roles did Chinese Americans play in Western settlement, in creating new states, in building the United States? What roles did they play in commerce and the national economy, building railroads, mining, agriculture, creating small businesses?

· How did Chinese Americans use the law to fight for the rights of all Americans? How did their legal battles help shape what it means to be an American? To be a US citizen?
· What roles did the media play in shaping perceptions of the Tape v Hurley case and other legal cases that Chinese Americans raised? Why did Chinese Americans turn to the courts as a way to fight for a better life in America?

· In what ways was the United States the “Gold Mountain” that Chinese heard about and pursued through immigration? In what ways was the US not that Gold Mountain?

· How might attending Spring Valley School vs The Chinese School impact Mamie Tape in later life?

· How might railroading, mining, agriculture, and small business creation play a role in the notion of American patriotism? Connections to Manifest Destiny? Progress? American power? Development of the national economy? Health care? Organizing labor?
· What roles did US businesses and government play in Chinese immigration and in the conditions under which many Chinese worked, lived, studied?
· What other individuals, groups, or organizations protested conditions under which Chinese Americans worked, lived, or studied? Why? What role did the US businesses and government play in challenging Chinese resistance and legal actions? What were the causes and consequences of Chinese resistance to injustice on the job or in the schoolhouse?
· How did Chinese resistance relate to other social movements by other minority or Asian descent groups? What other forms of protest were going on in the US and the world during the latter 1800s and how did they relate to Chinese resistance?
· What do you know about Chinese American life before, during, and after 1885 Tape v Hurley case? What do you think of when you ponder Chinese Americans? China? Chinese culture? What influences your perceptions and knowledge base about Chinese Americans?
· How does this ruling compare with other court rulings about public education throughout the 19th and 20th centuries?

· How is Mrs Tape’s letter a form of protest or resistance? What impact might public letter writing have on the public mindset or on public policy or the law?
· Why are Mary Tape’s actions important to US history, especially in light of her not being a legal citizen as a person of Chinese descent and in light of all women in the US having few rights in the 19th century?
· What are concerns about race and public education? How might Mrs Tape response to today’s challenges regarding race and public education?
· What similarities and differences do the Spring Valley School and The Chinese School have with their 21st century descendants? What changes have occurred? Why?
Additional Assessments/Extension Activities
The teacher can choose from the following additional assessment activities to further understanding of the Tape v Hurley case as an important milestone in the evolution of public education in the United States and as part of the ongoing role of race relations in American society and history.
1) Students compose a personal essay in response to the following prompt: What is your dream for the future of public education in America? Write one full page describing public education you would like to see in the future. Consider issues such as politics, economics, jobs, racism, housing, civil rights, identity issues.

2) Students can take the essential words and ideas of Mrs. Tape’s letter and imagine being Mamie Tape’s mother and compose their own letter to be printed in local and national newspapers in response to the Tape v Hurley ruling and the follow up response from the California Legislature. The letter should include material from the case, from the Tape Family lives, and respond to the court rulings and legislature actions as they unfolded in California.
3) Students use colored pens and markers to draw images and events occurring with the Tape Family, the Spring Valley and Chinese Schools, and the courtroom hearing sessions. Students will draw their interpretation of the concepts, arguments, and imagery that the Tape v Hurley ruling and Mrs. Tape ‘s letter elicit.
4) Students write a script and dramatize a scene re-enacting one or more pivotal events of Mrs Tape trying to get Mamie into primary school in 1880s San Francisco.
5) Students engage in a formal debate over the causes, consequences, and possible remedies of the legal and political issues over whether Mamie Tape should attend Spring Valley School or The Chinese School.
Research Paper Project Options

· Write a research paper on the history of public education in America
· Research and write a paper on legal challenges to historical racism in public school regulations
· Research and write a paper on the contrasting experiences of European and Chinese Americans in public schools in the US
· Write a research paper on the history of Chinese or “Oriental” public schools in America

· Research and write a paper on how Chinese Americans resisted exclusion in the United States
· Research and write a paper examining systematic racism against peoples of Asian descent in America’s public schools
· Write a research paper exploring letters in newspapers that impacted or changed public policy
· Write a research paper on how the Tape v Hurley case affected the US and education policy in the latter 19th and early 20th centuries
· Write a report on the unique roles that public schools played in affecting American life in the West
· Write an essay examining how and why 19th century European Americans grew to fear Asian Americans
· Research and write an essay on the evolving notion of race in the 19th and 20th centuries
· Write a research paper on the role media played in shaping public opinion on race and public education
Oral Presentations Project Options

· Research and give a presentation on the causes of calls for exclusion of Asians in American life
· Research and give a talk on the evolving role public schools played in daily life in the 19th century
· Research and present information on how the courts and the law played a role in public education policy
· Research and present information on how exclusion policies impacted people’s lives at home, work, school, public sphere
· Research and present a talk on Chinese experiences of attending racially segregated schools
· Research and give a presentation on the role that newspapers played in the lives of ordinary people of the 19th century
· Research and give a presentation comparing and contrasting the ramifications of the Tape v Hurley case and the Brown v Board of Education case
· Research and give a presentation on different kinds of segregated schools in 19th century America 

· Research and give a talk on varying experiences of different minority groups in 19th century schools
Artwork and Performance Project Options

· Write a theatrical play that captures the essence of the Tape family’s dilemmas and struggles
· Write a dramatization of the Tape v Hurley case that explores the issues and ideas about race and public schools in latter 19th century America

· Create a dance or movement piece that would fit the spirit of the Tape Family struggle and story and could be used in performance

· Write your own competing newspaper letters about the challenges Americans face in dealing with the dilemmas of racism and exclusion in America’s public schools
· Make a visual collage of historical images capturing evolving challenges of being educated in segregated schools
· Draw or paint scenes of how Chinese fought exclusion in schools, work, home, and public life
· Have students write their own songs about issues involved in the Tape v Hurley case
· Research various forms of entertainment about minority American life in the West during the latter 19th century and perform one or more of these pieces
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